
Colonial Hills Courier

Hello Neighbors!!

It’s hard to believe that we are officially in Holiday Season Mode!! But before I get too far down the Jingle 

Bell path, I want to thank our volunteers who put on a wonderful Halloween Party for our little goblins and 

ghosts at the Selby Park Shelter house. A big Thank You also goes to Cynthia MacKenzie /CyMack Real 

Estate for her sponsorship of the Selby Park Great Pumpkin Patch!!

Congratulations to all of our winners of the Halloween House Decorating — there were so many amazing 

and creative themes, the contest judges sure had their work cut out for them!! Thanks also to all the folks 

who took the time to hand out treats to the hundreds of little people running from home to home on what 

turned out to be a gloriously warm Halloween night.

Another big thanks to our friends and neighbors who left canned goods and other items on their porches 

the morning of November 12th, for the Colonial Hills Food Drive, along with the major efforts of Scout Pack 

331 for making the rounds to over 800 homes that morning, in order to collect items for both the St Michael’s 

Food Pantry and the Worthington Resource Center. Every year this community continues to demonstrate 

our commitment to serve others through generous donations of food; we could not be successful in this 

endeavor without each and every one of you!!

During the November civic association meeting, the elections were held for all of the officer positions; I am 

extremely grateful to have been afforded the opportunity to serve as president for 2023, and I would like to 

congratulate our 2023 officers:

    Vice President/Events:  Alan Miroslaw

    Vice President/Communications: Chris Rule

    Treasurer:    Adam Bass

    Secretary:    Tim Nittle

    Webmaster:    Will Pearce

I look forward to collaborating with this fine group of talented and dedicated volunteers to preserve and 

promote the events that make this community so unique and special.

While we are fast approaching the end of 2022, we still have much to look forward to in December. Mark 

your calendars for the Children’s Holiday Party and Light Your Luminaries on Sunday, December 11th (thanks 

to those volunteering for both of these special events!) and last, but not least, the Holiday House Decorating 

Competition on December 20th (7:00 pm).

Thank you for being part of this wonderful community and I wish you all the best this holiday season!!

Warmest Regards,

Leslie Caruso

NOVEMBER 2022 - A PUBLICATION OF THE COLONIAL HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION (CHCA)
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GET CONNECTED

MAIL

P.O. Box 676, Worthington, 43085

EMAIL

CHCAnewsletter@gmail.com

ONLINE

ColonialHills.us

CHCA BOARD

PRESIDENT

Leslie Caruso

lesliewcaruso@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT/COMMUNICATIONS

Chris Rule

christopher.rule@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT/EVENTS

Alan Miroslaw

alanmiroslaw@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Tim Nittle

tnittle@gmail.com

TREASURER

Adam Baas

Adam.A.Baas@gmail.com

WEBMASTER

Will Pearce

willpearce@columbus.rr.com
614-888-8236

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!

Not a member of the CHCA? You can join for $15/

family or $5/single or senior. Mail checks made 

payable to CHCA to address above or pay online at 

colonialhills.us.

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

The Courier is published by the Colonial Hills 

Civic Association and distributed to approximately 

800 homes.

Residents are encouraged to 

contribute articles for publication.

Please submit questions, ideas, content and/or 

updates by email to christopher.rule@gmail.com or 

by mail, address above.

Colonial Hills
~ The Friendly Community ~
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HOLIDAY PARTY

This year’s holiday party will be Sunday December 

11th from 3-5 pm at the Selby Shelter house. This 

year we will be in person and inside again. Families 

can expect a craft to make or take home to finish, 

cookie decorating, games, and a picture opportunity 

with our one and only Santa Claus for those who 

choose. Come on over to celebrate with neighbors 

and friends this holiday season! Older children in 

the neighborhood can volunteer to run a game or station and a few adults volunteer would be great as 

well- contact Erin.zelinski@gmail.com or watch for the FB post soon!

“THIS WILL BE REALLY 
FUN!” – THEO AGE 6, 

PREVIOUS ATTENDEE AND 
SON OF THE ORGANIZER

HOLIDAY DECORATING CONTEST

Question: Is it better to buy thousands of lights or fill your yard with 

inflatables for the Annual Holiday Decorating contest? Trick question, 

the answer is yes. Yes to it all. Go big or go home, dear neighbors. 

Whether your theme is Charlie Brown Christmas (automatic winner in 

my non-judgemental opinion) or simply “The more lights the better,” 

we are looking for classic, new, and all around festive! Guest judges will 

be touring the neighborhood and awarding prizes under several categories. Make sure your inflatables are 

going and your lights are shining by 7pm to wow those judges.

TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 20TH 

7 - 8:30 PM

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR THE 
REMAINDER OF THE YEAR

Luminary Prep Dec 3 10:00 AM

Children's Holiday Party Dec 11 3:00 - 5:00 PM

Light your Luminaries Dec 11 7:00 PM

House Decorating Contest Dec 20 7:00 PM
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PLEASE SIGN UP FOR LUMINARY KITS 
ASSEMBLY, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3

Please sign up, using our SignUpGenius, for 

Luminary Kits Assembly, Saturday, December 3, 
starting at 10:00 AM, via the link in our website 

blogpost or FB posts (or you can key the link into 

your browser: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/4090c4eaba629a5ff2-2022).

Note that due to respiratory illness concerns for our luminary kits event, we will again be limiting the number 

of volunteers – similar to 2021, and that there will again be only one shift for volunteers, from approximately 

10:00 AM to 11:30 AM.

In particular, to try to ensure the safety of all volunteers and their families at home, we will encourage that 
masks be worn for the tasks inside the-shelter house, where we will again have eight separate workstations, 

so as to try to maintain some social distancing. Volunteers for any task can include any youth middle-school 

age or older, due to the availability of effective vaccines for COVID and influenza this year.

Please sign up for one of these positions:

 ɦ Inside the shelter house component assembly (up to 2 volunteers per each of the 8 workstations

 ɦ Outside the shelter house component assembly (up to 9 volunteers, plus the Event Chair)

 ɦ Bundling supervisor (1 volunteer)

 ɦ Pea gravel shovelers (up to 8 volunteers), who are requested to bring their own standard-size, 

pointed-tip garden shovel. There will be teams of two people at each of the 4 shoveling station chairs. 

Each shoveling team can decide how long each member will shovel, while the other team member 

holds open the grocery bags (team members could switch roles halfway through)

 ɦ Take down / clean up (1 volunteer)

 ɦ Bundles concierge (1 volunteer)

Please note that even if you didn’t sign up beforehand on our SignUpGenius, but do show up to volunteer 

at 10:00 AM on Saturday morning, there may still be an open position for you to volunteer. However, we 

request that you do sign up ahead of time, and arrive a few minutes before 10:00 AM to reserve the 

volunteer position of your choice.

Dunkin’ donuts, coffee and hot chocolate will be served, and plenty of hand sanitizer will be provided inside 

the shelter house.

LUMINARY ASSEMBLY 
SATURDAY, 

DECEMBER 3, 10 AM
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Regarding the Trustees picking up their bundles of 

kits for their Districts: We are asking the Trustees 
to start coming over no earlier than 11:30 AM on 
Saturday morning to pick up their bundles, so 

as not to increase the number of people present 

in the shelter house area during the kit assembly 

timeframe, which is expected to be 10:00 AM to about 11:30 AM, especially if it is not raining too hard that 

day.

Light Your Luminaries! Our luminary display evening will be Sunday, 
December 11, starting at 7:00 PM per the instructions which will be 

enclosed in each resident’s luminary kit.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, or if you encounter 

any difficulty using our event’s SignUpGenius.

Thank you,

Will Pearce, Luminaries Event Chair

365 S. Selby Blvd

614-888-8236

willpearce@columbus.rr.com

LUMINARY LIGHTING 
SUNDAY, 

DECEMBER 11, 7 PM

Kami Moore (Brannon), LPCC

614.886.4080
columbusqueertherapist.com

Kami.Kunz.LPCC@gmail.com
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Looking to purchase aLooking to purchase a
new home or refinance?new home or refinance?

RAPIDMORTGAGECOLUMBUS.COM

614.329.7709

460 POLARIS PKWY, SUITE 100 • WESTERVILLE, OH 43082 
COMPANY NMLS# 126841

“Your team follows through on every commitment. Impeccable service and amazing rates. 
Thank you for taking such great care of our clients!” – Brian K. and Nicole H.

SCOTT DAHS 
NMLS# 1892069
info@thedahsteam.com

Colonial Hills resident 

since 2007!

I’ll donate $100 to
Colonial Hills Scholarship Fund or Worthington Resource Pantry 

for any loan closing from now until December 31, 2022!

Rapid Mortgage Company, Columbus Branch is located at 460 Polaris Parkway, Suite 100, Westerville OH 43082, Branch NMLS #1443718; licensed under 
the principal office of Rapid Mortgage Company NMLS# 126841, located at 7870 E. Kemper Road, Suite 280, Cincinnati, OH 45249; Phone: (866) 217-9250. 
Advertisement intended for information purposes only. This is not a commitment to lend. Credit and collateral are subject to compliance and underwriting 
guidelines. Not all products are available in all areas, other restrictions may apply. nmlsconsumeraccess.org.
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FOOD DRIVE

There are many wonderful things as the year 

careens into the holiday season and there are not 

many places in Ohio that feel as magical as Colonial 

Hills in the fall/winter season. One of the best parts 

about this season is not the lights and festivities 

but the giving spirit that pervades. In that vein, Cub 

Scout Pack 331 took the lead again in the annual 

Colonial Hills Food Drive.

Thank you neighbors for making the 2022 CHCA/

troop 331 Cub Scout food drive a big success! The 

cubs and their families picked up and donated 1,692 

pounds of food and hygiene products. We split 

the donations between the Worthington Resource 

Pantry and St Vincent DePaul at St Michael. Previous 

years we collected and donated 1,600 lbs in 2021 

and 1,700 lbs in 2020.

On a personal note I love this opportunity for my 

whole family to volunteer together. I saw the scouts 

practicing so many skills this year like pushing 

through when you are tired or cold, sorting, carrying, 

working together, and at the end, a feeling of accomplishment and gratitude. Thank you to everyone who 

participated this year- we will be back again next year!

You can still donate food through worthingtonresourcepantry.org and saintmichael-cd.org/social-concerns/

svdp to continue to help your neighbors in need. Keep making the holiday season a season of giving, not 

about getting!
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HALLOWEEN DECORATING 
AND PARTY WRAP UP

What a joy to get to see the creativity of the lovely, spooky, cute, 

and everything in between as the neighborhood got to participate 

in the annual Halloween Party. Thanks as always to the CyMack Real 

Estate sponsored pumpkin patch. Perhaps we are missing a golden 

opportunity. Are there any dentists in the neighborhood that want 

to sponsor the rest of the party, as the copious amount of candy 

consumed has to be good for business!

The clouds were ominous and luminous and the black cats (3!!) 

were prowling on Park Overlook as our judges were scouring the 

neighborhood in search of creative, spooky, and friendly house 

and yard designs with activities and special effects. They were not 

disappointed! It's never an easy task to select winners in the winningness 

of neighborhoods, but hard choices had to be made.

Special Honorable mentions to the following:

5785 Andover for the tall ghost and Big spider; 445 N Selby where 

skeletons rose from the grave to attach the house of the Pumpkin 

Patch; 382 Loveman for its Ghastly Ghosts; 417 Kenbrook for the OZ theme and green flying witches; and 

583 Loveman with Sponge Bob and his freaky friends. Thanks to everyone who decorated and added to our 

neighborhood's spooky Halloween atmosphere.

And the WINNERS are: (Cue a big Minor chord on the organ!!)

SPOOKIEST FRIENDLIEST

287 Loveman – Featuring Big Black Cat, Halloween 
movie villains Freddie K and Michael Myers.

73 E. Riverglen – A big yard full of fun vignettes, and a 
Bates Motel sign in the window. This home is friendly all 
year long with decor for nearly every holiday and OSU 
game.
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MOST CREATIVE

BEST EFFECTS

BEST ACTIVITY

524 Colonial – The Monster house is alive! Along with 
halloween greetings and fog effects.

427 S. Selby – Our judges loved the skeletal Bengals fan 
watching the hologram TV show! And the fire pit was a 
very nice touch. Look for the wicked witch of the East 
(well, her feet, anyway) near the graveyard.

363 Loveman – There will be a spook house to enter on 
Halloween, also there is so much activity for the eyes: 
holograms, flying ghost, bass playing skeleton and a 
ghastly greeter.
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Family.
Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this together.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1801073.1

State Farm® has a long tradition of 
being there. That’s one reason why I’m 
proud to support Colonial Hills Courier.
Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.®

Janna Alsnauer Bidlack, Agent
2500 W Dublin Granville Road
Columbus, OH  43235
Bus: 614-764-2411
www.jannaismyagent.com

CYNTHIA MACKENZIE
614.204.5380 mobile

cy@cymack.com
www.cymack.com

FORGET THE POWERBALL, 
GO FOR A SURE THING

According to CollegeBoard, “Between 2011-12 and 2021-22, total tuition, fees, room and board increased 

by 11% at public four-year and by 14% at private nonprofit four-year institutions.” Another website put the 

average at 8% a year. Inflation, am I right?

You know what is beating inflation and increases in cost of higher education? The amount of dollars that 

your Colonial Hills Civic Association has been able to give out in scholarships! The CHCA awarded $2,500 

three years ago, $3,000 two years ago and this past year were able to award $6,000 in scholarships! Thanks 

to the membership dues people so generously pay, sponsorships we work hard to maintain and ad space in 

this very Courier that we sell, we hope to keep the trend going. So what do you need to do? APPLY!

If you go to colonialhills.us, you can download the scholarship application. Minimum requirements are:

1) Attend a Colonial Hills Civic Association meeting OR Interview a CHCA Officer. AND
2) Submit one (1) letter of recommendation from an adult who knows you well and has worked with you 

in a relevant capacity. AND
3) Write a 2-page (double spaced) essay about the Colonial Hills neighborhood that answers the 

questions: Why do you love living here? What role has your community played in your development? 

AND
4) Volunteer at two (2) Civic Association events OR Complete a (Civic Association pre-approved) 

neighborhood project.

For the volunteer requirement, there are MANY opportunities coming up with the holiday season, so make 

sure you check that box!
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AND A BIG THANKS GOES TO…

Have you ever seen a website that was designed in the 1990’s? While nostalgia for all things retro continues 

(I’m looking at you, mullet), we don’t have nostalgia for terrible 1990’s web or print design. If people like your 

VP of Communications was in charge of the Colonial Hills Courier, it would be a Word document with Comic 

Sans font. Perhaps you might even get some WordArt thrown in for good measure, because nothing says “I 

know what I am doing” like block letters with gradient shading thrown in for effect.

So let’s cut to the chase. Kate Burgener (kateburgener.com) is the genius behind the layout each and every 

Courier. Because we are an organization with such a large budget, we pay her top… oh wait, she generously 

donates her time and expertise to make us look far more professional than we are. We are so thankful for 

her efforts and encourage you, dear neighbor, to reach out to her with a heartfelt thank you or even better, 

book her for your next project for your job or event that needs to look as beautiful as this Courier you are 

holding. THANK YOU KATE!

Got a document as complex as this one?

I can make it look just as good.

For all things document design (annual reports, 

proposals, white papers), get in touch.

kateburgener.com
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www.deweyspizza.com follow us: 

VISIT OUR worthington LOCATION     640 High St. Worthington, OH 43085

Our recipe for success isn’t just about making handcrafted pizza and salads. 
It’s about making memories and spending quality time together. 

After all, fostering strong families and communities is what we love to Dew.

Great gourmet pizza.
Great times together.

John S. Jones
    Attorney at Law

John is a long-time Colonial Hills resident whose practice
focuses on Estate Planning & Estate Administration.

867 High St., Suite C
Worthington, OH 43085
jsj@jsjlaw.com

Office: 885-8118
Fax: 885-5559

www.lawyers.com/jsjlaw

“I make house calls in the Hills”



CH Courier | 14

PET/HOUSE SITTERS/MISC. SERVICES

Beth Eader, 614-361-3832; pet sitter

Elisabeth Friend, ecfriend3@outlook.com; dog 

walker

Harrison George, 614-787-3261; pet sitter

Noah Graff, 614.329.6898; pet sitter/dog walker

Matthew Harrison, 614-888-6360; house/pet 

sitter, mowing

Carly Johnson, www.happytailscolumbus.com; 

Pet Sitting/Dog Walker; (Happy Tails Pet 

Care); Bonded & Insured, Online Booking

Gabe McCallister, 614-678-3156; dog walking, pet 

clean up

Anya & Harvest Rider, 614-202- 7792; pet sitter 

and dog walking

Norah Steidle, 614-668-6793; pet sitter (cats)

Gavin Steidle, 614-668-6793; pet sitter (dogs & 

cats)

This list also appears on the CHCA website; to be 
added or removed, email christopher.rule@gmail.com

BABYSITTER LISTINGS

Melina Balch, 614-271- 7688+

Ali Diehl, 614-633-8059+

Beth Eader, 614-361-3832

Elisabeth Friend, ecfriend3@outlook.com*

Eva Graff, 614.329.6898+

Lexi Gregory & Camille Kamradt, 614-937-6501+ (BB)

Audrey Holton, 740-221-0146 (cell)+(BB)

Etta Kilzer-Whisman, 614-749-9513

Regan Jones, 614-318-9182

Zoe Lawhead, 614-361-3832

Lily Millwater, 614-844-3836 (cell) or 614-396-6144+

Julia Orloff, 614-885-4963+

Alaina and Charlie, 

thewatchfuleyebabysitting@gmail.com+(BB)

Norah Steidle, 614-668-6793; Parent helper for 

kids ages 2-4

Sofia Ziss, 614-558-2068+

+ = Red Cross certified 
* = Girl Scout certified
(SS) = Safesitter certified
(BB) = Better Babysitters class
This list also appears on the CHCA website; to be 
added or removed, email christopher.rule@gmail.com

We love Colonial Hills! 
Whether you’re buying or selling a home, you’ll 
be in good hands. Licensed for over 22 years and 

serving hundreds of families in central Ohio. 
Strong negotiating skills, great staging advice,  

and excellent affiliations with Lenders,  
Inspectors, Contractors, and Movers. 

Call me for personal top-quality service. 
 
 

Jack Gabalski, Realtor 
614-806-4091 
Call • Text • Email 

jackgabalski@yahoo.com 
AND

ASSOCIATES

Unsure about your coverage?
Call us or email us today for an insurance check-up.

     Phone:   614.888.8124
     Email:     larry@france ins.com
                       scott@franceins.com
                       bobrafferty@gmail.com

Auto, Home, Business
Life, Health, Medicare

Long-term Care and Annuities

Since 1973

INSURANCE SOLUTIONS THAT WORK !

www.franceins.com  5921 N. High St. Worthington, OH 43085

France_Ad_BC_2019.qxp_FranceIns_Ad_CDGA  4/29/19  3:35 PM  Page 1
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Accessed from homemade-gifts-made-easy.com
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TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE LUMINARY

'Twas the night before Luminary, when all through the neighborhood
All the neighbors were stirring, and wondering “What food is good?”

Should I hit up Deweys, or maybe Wing Snob?
Perhaps Villa Nova is the one for the job.

Whatever the choice, be it near or far,
Extra calories might mean, they need a trip to Boss Gal Beauty Bar.

With luminary supplies on the porch, and bellies that are full,
And a plan to look fly for the neighborhood stroll,

The lights competition, the neighborhood can’t resist,
But some wonder if something happens, “Does my insurance cover this?

I should probably call France and Associates or Janna with State Farm,
And while I am at it, sprucing up the outside wouldn’t do any harm.”

So ring Russell for a tree trim, 614 Exteriors for some extra love,
The Roof Detective for the leaks, Stephen Green’s Stained Glass for a door window dove.

To fix up the outside without the inside, would miss the chance to pop,
Flowers from Ampersand, some knick knacks from Worthington Thrift Shop.

The house looks so pretty, it would get top dollar,
It almost makes me want to holler,

Now Mullen-Hawkins, Jack with Fathom Realty, or maybe CyMack!
Meacham Real Estate, Erin with New Albany Realty, someone get me on track.

Thank God Rapid Mortgage could help finance the sale,
But do I actually want to move? That would be a sad tale.

Instead book some travel with the Magical Mouse,
Get your Estate in order with John S Jones, so you never have to sell your house.

Buckle up, dear neighbors, your mental health can make through the holidays,
Style your hair with Camille Savage, there are lots of creative ways.

If you need to, talk to Kami Moore for Therapeutic Interventions,
Or maybe just see O’Reilly Family Pharmacy for the necessary prescriptions.

And when you send out your cards, don’t forget festive design,
Kate Burgener Creative will make yours better than mine.

But whatever you do, to circle back to the start,
Walk the Luminaries with your neighbors, it’s a gift to the heart.
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